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Dallas Animal Services to be featured on Sundance Channel; 
“Big Ideas for a Small Planet” documentary series will air June 24 

 
 

Dallas, TX - The Dallas Animal Services and Adoption Center will be featured on Sundance Channel’s original 
series “Big Ideas for a Small Planet” in the episode “Animals” airing at 8 p.m. Tuesday, June 24. Animals don’t 
generate carbon emissions, but having furry friends living among us is not without ecological impact. From zoos to 
shelters to pampered pets, this episode will explore how animals’ diets and living environments are increasingly 
reflecting the “green-ness” of their human guardians.   
 
The City of Dallas opened its 52,000-square-foot Animal Services and Adoption Center on Oct. 20, 2007. The 
facility is a green building, meaning it conforms to criteria for LEED Silver Certification established by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. For example, 50 percent of the building material costs were derived from recycled 
content, and 50 percent of the waste generated during construction was diverted from the landfill. 
 
“The City replaced its old facilities with a new state-of-the-art environmentally friendly shelter,” said Paul 
Curington, operations manager for the Dallas Animal Services and Adoption Center. “It’s definitely the shelter of 
the future; it’s the shelter of the millennium.” 
 
Six large planters located in the parking lot house the cells that are part of a wastewater treatment system to clean 
and re-use up to 10,000 gallons of water a day. Bathroom fixtures are controlled by sensors which minimize water 
use and waste. Energy for the system is generated by a wind turbine at the north end of the row of planters.  
 
This will double as an outdoor sculpture, adding a touch of whimsy to the surroundings. Other green features include 
extensive use of natural lighting throughout the shelter and a program that controls the use of light based on outside 
conditions. 
 
The health and safety of animals and staff was an important consideration in the shelter’s design; thus the 
building’s unique layout that controls and minimizes cross-contamination of disease through isolation pockets and 
the way animals are segregated. The building’s air filtration systems also play a significant health and safety role 
by replacing the air throughout the facility every 10 minutes.  
 
“Big Ideas for a Small Planet” will present forward-thinking designers, products and processes on the leading edge 
of a new green world. Individuals profiled range from scientists to fashion and product designers, entrepreneurs to 



first-time inventors. The series also features a cast of recurring expert commentators, including activists, scientists, 
writers, and environmental personalities who provide the big-picture context to each week’s stories.  
 
Launched in 1996, Sundance Channel is a venture of NBC Universal, CBS and Robert Redford.  The channel 
operates independently of the non-profit Sundance Institute and the Sundance Film Festival, but shares the overall 
Sundance mission of encouraging artistic freedom of expression.  For more information, go to 
www.sundancechannel.com.  

 
ABOUT GREEN DALLAS 
The City of Dallas’ Green Dallas initiative is aimed at environmental responsibility and encourages both public and 
private sector involvement.  To find out more about how the City of Dallas is an environmental leader and what 
residents can do to ‘build a greener Dallas,’ visit the City’s green Web site www.GreenDallas.net 

 
### 

http://www.sundancechannel.com/
http://www.greendallas.net/

